The Mexican Hass Avocado Importers Association

Co-Op Marketing Program

Funded by the Hass Avocado Promotion, Research, and Information Order

This Contract is between the Mexican Hass Avocado Importers Association (MHAIA) and ______________________________________ as follows:

1. Work will be conducted from July 1, 2011 to December 31, 2011 contingent upon approval by MHAIA Marketing Director.  Any work begun before approval by MHAIA is done so at the risk of the Contractor.  MHAIA is not liable for any work done before approval. 

2. The Contractor will conduct this work on an expense basis not to exceed a total funding limit of $_______________________ as approved by MHAIA, which includes $_______________ funds from the disbursement from round one plus $___________________ from the disbursement from round 2

3. The contractor agrees to abide by the “Guidelines for the Mexican Hass Avocado Importers Association Co-Op Marketing Program,” and to ensure that promotion does not reference a private brand, make any false or misleading disparaging or unwarranted claims on behalf of Hass avocados, or make any false, misleading or disparaging statements with respect to the attributes or use of any agricultural product.

4. All non-propriety information collected as part of the project will be the property of the MHAIA.  Likewise, all information collected as part of the project will be held strictly confidential, and will not be released by the Contractor without prior written permission from the MHAIA.  Indeed, all health and nutritional communications must receive prior approval by the MHAIA before release by the Contractor.

5. By signing this contract, the importer authorizes the U.S. Department of Agriculture to release import volume data to the MHAIA.  The data will be used solely for the purpose of proper allocation of Co-Op funds and will be kept confidential pursuant to § 1219.63 of the Hass Avocado Promotion, Research, and Information Order.  
6. The Contractor will primarily rely on in-house staff to undertake project assignments.  However, the Contractor retains the right to subcontract specific tasks to outside parties.  Should the Contractor elect to subcontract specific tasks, subcontractors will be subject to the same contractual terms as the Contractor in regard to reporting and recordkeeping, title of property, confidential information, influencing legislation and/or influencing governmental policy or action, and following Federal civil rights policies.  The Contractor will be fully responsible for the quality of all work products. 

7. No funds paid by the MHAIA to the Contractor shall be used in any manner for the purposes of influencing of legislation and/or influencing of governmental policy or action. 

8. All deliverables must be reviewed by MHAIA prior to use.  This applies to any contract involving promotional materials or other deliverables where requesting reimbursement.  

9. Equal Opportunity – The Contractor agrees that, during the performance of this Agreement, it shall not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, genetic information, parental status, and marital or family status.  The Contractor agrees that it will fully comply with any and all applicable Federal, State, and local equal employment opportunity statues, ordinances, and regulations, including, but not limited to, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990; the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967; and the Equal Pay Act of 1963.  Nothing in this section shall require the Contractor to comply with or become liable under any law, ordinances, regulation, or rule that does not otherwise apply to the Contractor.
10. The Contractor will provide the MHAIA with a detailed expense report and proof of performance at the time of billing.  The MHAIA will render payment on these bills, provided that they are deemed reasonable, within thirty days of their receipt.

11. The Contractor will keep accurate records, books, and documents involving transactions relating to this contract and shall retain such records, books, and documents for a period of three years beyond the fiscal year of their applicability.  These records, books, and documents may be subject to inspection and audit by a representative of the Secretary of Agriculture of the United States.

12. The MHAIA reserves the right, at its own discretion, and for any reason deemed by it to be sufficient, to cancel or modify the project after the date of contract signature.  In such event, it is agreed that the MHAIA is liable for all commitments made prior to cancellation or modification and shall reimburse the Contractor for all reasonable expenses incurred on the MHAIA’s behalf.

13. The MHAIA may terminate this contract and be relieved of the payment of any consideration to the Contractor should Contractor fail to perform the covenants and agreements herein contained at the time and in the manner herein provided.  In the event of such termination, the MHAIA may proceed with the work in any manner deemed proper by the MHAIA and the Contractor shall be paid any reasonable amounts due or owing in accordance with this contract at the time of said termination.

Signed by:

_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Name






Mexican Hass Avocado Importers Association








Marketing Director
_____________________________________

Title






_____________________________________

Date
_____________________________________

Date




















